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LETTER TO PRESIDENTS OF CONFEDERATIONS AND MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS OF FIFA 
3 March 2015 
 
 
Dear President 
 
As you may be aware, along with two of my European Parliamentary colleagues, Ivo 
Belet of Belgium and Emma McClarkin of England, I convened a meeting in Brussels in 
January about the need for reform of FIFA, known as the #NewFIFANow campaign.  
 
The meeting comprised a coalition of interested individuals and groups drawn from 
parliaments, football administration, academic experts and the commercial sector, 
living in all six of FIFA’s confederations.  
 
The principal platform of the #NewFIFANow coalition is the need for a FIFA Reform 
Commission. You can read further about our aims including our Charter for FIFA Reform 
and Guiding Principles at our website www.newfifanow.org  
 
We acknowledge that there have been attempts over the last four years for reform, but 
we consider that these have been mostly superficial. The reforms that have been 
introduced have not resulted in the necessary systemic and cultural change that is 
required to see FIFA transform into a contemporary 21st century organisation with the 
highest standards of democracy, transparency and accountability.  
 
Not only does FIFA have a significant credibility gap with many people around the world, 
there is also little-to-no trust or confidence that FIFA is capable of reforming itself. 
 
Amongst other things, we believe that FIFA’s stakeholders, including the FIFA Congress, 
should have greater representation in the management and governance of the sport.  
 
A FIFA Reform Commission – similar to the IOC Reform Commission more than 15 years 
ago - would have a mandate for a comprehensive review of the management and 
governance of FIFA including its Constitution, statutes, committee structure, as well as 
how individuals are elected and/or appointed to committees.  
 
The difference between a FIFA Reform Commission and the committees that have been 
at work over the past four years is that this one would be truly independent of FIFA.  
 
A Reform Commission would be headed by an eminent person reporting to an 
independent international body, such as UNESCO, and advised by representatives of 
other, independent expert organisations. The work would be completed within a 
relatively short timeframe to minimise disruption to FIFA’s planning and budget cycle.  
 
This is not a question of ‘government intervention’. It is about ensuring that the world’s 
most popular sport is managed in a way that is consistent with the highest levels of 



probity expected of our major global institutions. We believe this is the only way that 
football can bridge its reputation abyss, and ensure credibility in a reform process to the 
satisfaction of all of the game’s stakeholders.  
 
My letter today is to let you know that, regardless of who is elected President in May, we 
will be working towards this end of establishing a FIFA Reform Commission with the 
support of the international community.   
 
I would hope that we might also welcome your support.  
 
Football fans and football players deserve better than the serial allegations of corruption 
that surround FIFA. The many millions of people who are involved in the game voluntarily 
or professionally deserve to be represented in a manner which gives them confidence 
that decisions are taken in the interests of the long term development and growth of the 
game.  
 
We are not advocating a vote for a particular candidate in the forthcoming Presidential 
election, but I have written to the four candidates to let them know of the 
#NewFIFANow campaign.  
 
Instead, we are advocating a program of bold reform regardless of who is President – 
reform which, we believe, can lead to a transformative vision of FIFA as a principled, 
trusted and credible organisation; the type of organisation the world wants to see 
running the world’s biggest and best sport. 
 
We believe this is no less than football deserves. I trust that you share our vision. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me on +44 207 219 7072 if you wish to discuss this 
further.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Damian Collins 
MP for Folkestone & Hythe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


